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HYMN 588 
 
Almighty God, your word is cast 
like seed upon the ground, 
now let the dew of heaven descend 
and righteous fruits abound. 
 
Let not our selfishness and hate 
this holy seed remove, 
but give it root in every heart 
to bring forth fruits of love. 
 
Let not the world’s deceitful cares 
the rising plant destroy, 
but let it yield a hundredfold 
the fruits of peace and joy. 
 
Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
Canticle 13 BCP Page 90 
 
Glory to you, Lord God of our fathers; 
you are worthy of praise; g lory to you. 
Glory to you for the radiance of your holy Name; 
we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 
 
Glory to you in the splendor of your temple; 
on the throne of your majesty, g lory to you. 
Glory to you, seated between the Cherubim; 
we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 
 
Glory to you, beholding the depths; 
in the high vault of heaven, g lory to you. 
Glory to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; 
we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 
 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
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Keep, O Lord, your household the Church in your steadfast faith and love, that through your 
grace we may proclaim your truth with boldness, and minister your justice with compassion; 
for the sake of our Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
A Reading from the first Book of Samuel [15:34-16:13] 
 
Samuel went to Ramah; and Saul went up to his house in Gibeah of Saul. Samuel did not 
see Saul again until the day of his death, but Samuel grieved over Saul. And the LORD was 
sorry that he had made Saul king over Israel. 
 
The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from 
being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the 
Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among his sons.” Samuel said, “How 
can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And the LORD said, “Take a heifer with you, 
and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.’ Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will 
show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to you.” 
Samuel did what the LORD commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city 
came to meet him trembling, and said, “Do you come peaceably?” He said, “Peaceably; I 
have come to sacrifice to the LORD; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the 
sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. 
 
When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed is now 
before the LORD.” But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on 
the height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for the LORD does not see as 
mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart.” 
Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has 
the LORD chosen this one.” Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither 
has the LORD chosen this one.” Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and 
Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD has not chosen any of these.” Samuel said to Jesse, “Are 
all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the 
sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until he 
comes here.” He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and 
was handsome. The LORD said, “Rise and anoint him; for this is the one.” Then Samuel 
took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of 
the Lord came mightily upon David from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went 
to Ramah. 
 
Lector The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 20 BCP, page 608 
 
Exaudiat te Dominus 
 

1 May the LORD answer you in the day of trouble, * 
the Name of the God of Jacob defend you; 

2 Send you help from his holy place * 
and strengthen you out of Zion; 

3 Remember all your offerings * 
and accept your burnt sacrifice; 

4 Grant you your heart's desire * 
and prosper all your plans. 

5 We will shout for joy at your victory 
and triumph in the Name of our God; * 
may the LORD grant all your requests. 

6 Now I know that the LORD gives victory to his anointed; * 
he will answer him out of his holy heaven, 
with the victorious strength of his right hand. 

7 Some put their trust in chariots and some in horses, * 
but we will call upon the Name of the LORD our God. 

8 They collapse and fall down, * 
but we will arise and stand upright. 

9 O LORD, give victory to the king * 
and answer us when we call. 

 
A Reading from Paul’s second letter to the Corinthians [5:6-17] 
 
We are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in the body 
we are away from the Lord-- for we walk by faith, not by sight. Yes, we do have 
confidence, and we would rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord. So 
whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him. For all of us must 
appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each may receive recompense for what 
has been done in the body, whether good or evil. 
 
Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we try to persuade others; but we ourselves are 
well known to God, and I hope that we are also well known to your consciences. We are 
not commending ourselves to you again, but giving you an opportunity to boast about us, 
so that you may be able to answer those who boast in outward appearance and not in the 
heart. For if we are beside ourselves, it is for God; if we are in our right mind, it is for 
you. For the love of Christ urges us on, because we are convinced that one has died for 
all; therefore all have died. And he died for all, so that those who live might live no longer 
for themselves, but for him who died and was raised for them. From now on, therefore, 
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we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we once knew Christ from a 
human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. So if anyone is in Christ, there 
is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new! 
 
Lector  The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
The Gospel 
 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Mark 4:26-34 
 
Jesus said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the ground, and 
would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he does not 
know how. The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain 
in the head. But when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, because the 
harvest has come.” 
 
He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable will we 
use for it? It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of 
all the seeds on earth; yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all 
shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its 
shade.” 
 
With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it; he did 
not speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything in private to his 
disciples. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
The Sermon       Rev. Shirley Porter 
 
The Nicene Creed BCP Page 358 
 
We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
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We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
         he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
         and was made man. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
     he suffered death and was buried. 
    On the third day he rose again 
         in accordance with the Scriptures; 
    he ascended into heaven 
         and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
         and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
         and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
The Prayers of St. Christopher’s 
 
The Prayers of the People Form V BCP Page 389 
 
In peace, let us pray to the Lord, saying, “Lord, have mercy”. 
 
For the holy Church of God, that it may be filled with truth and love, and be found without 
fault at the day of your coming, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For Michael our Presiding Bishop, for Robert, Don, and Paul our own Bishops, Shirley our 
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Priest, for all bishops and other ministers, and for all the holy people of God, we pray to you, 
O Lord. 
 
For all who fear God and believe in you, Lord Christ, that our divisions may cease, and that 
all may be one as you and the Father are one, we pray to you, O Lord. 
 
For the mission of the Church, that in faithful witness it may preach the Gospel to the ends 
of the earth, we pray to you, O Lord. 
 
For those who do not yet believe, and for those who have lost their faith, that they may 
receive the light of the Gospel, we pray to you, O Lord. 
 
For the peace of the world, that a spirit of respect and forbearance may grow among nations 
and peoples, we pray to you, O Lord. 
 
For those in positions of public trust, especially Joseph our President and Brian our 
Governor, that they may serve justice, and promote the dignity and freedom of every person, 
we pray to you, O Lord. 
 
For all who live and work in this community, we pray to you, O Lord. 
 
For a blessing upon all human labor, and for the right use of the riches of creation, that the 
world may be freed from poverty, famine, and disaster, we pray to you, O Lord. 
 
For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, and all who suffer; for the vulnerable, those born and 
not yet born; for refugees, prisoners, and all who are in danger; that they may be relieved and 
protected, we pray to you, O Lord. 
 
For this congregation, for those who are present, and for those who are absent, that we may 
be delivered from hardness of heart, and show forth your glory in all that we do, we pray to 
you, O Lord. 
 
For our enemies and those who wish us harm; and for all whom we have injured or offended, 
we pray to you, O Lord. 
 
For ourselves; for the forgiveness of our sins, and for the grace of the Holy Spirit to amend 
our lives, we pray to you, O Lord. 
 
For all who have commended themselves to our prayers; for our families, friends, and 
neighbors; that being freed from anxiety, they may live in joy, peace, and health, we pray to 
you, O Lord. 
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For ________________, we pray to you, O Lord. 
 
For all who are affected by coronavirus, through illness or isolation or anxiety, we pray to 
you, O Lord. 
 
For doctors, nurses and medical researchers, and for those working to develop, distribute 
and improve vaccines, treatments, and improved measures to reduce the spread of the virus, 
we pray to you, O Lord. 
 
For essential workers whom we often ignore and who are now at risk, we pray to you, O 
Lord.  
 
For all who have died in the communion of your Church, and those whose faith is known to 
you alone, that, with all the saints, they may have rest in that place where there is no pain or 
grief, but life eternal, we pray to you, O Lord. 
 
Rejoicing in the fellowship of [the ever-blessed Virgin Mary, blessed Christopher, and all the 
saints, let us commend ourselves, and one another, and all our life to Christ our God. 
To you, O Lord our God. 
 
Silence 
 
For yours is the majesty, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; yours is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy. Sustain and support the anxious, be 
with those who care for the sick, and lift up all who are brought low; that we may find 
comfort knowing that nothing can separate us from your love in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Confession of Sin 
 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
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have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  
Amen. 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 
 
The Holy Communion 
 
Eucharistic Prayer C (Page 369) 

 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise. 
Glory to you for ever and ever. 
 
At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, suns, 
the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home. 
By your will they were created and have their being . 
 
From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with memory, 
reason, and skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But we turned against you, and betrayed 
your trust; and we turned against one another. 
Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight 
 
Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed your 
righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to fulfill 
your Law, to open for us the way of freedom and peace. 
By his blood, he reconciled us. 
By his wounds, we are healed. 
 
And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, and 
martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to proclaim 
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with them your glory, in their unending hymn: 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
 
And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by water and 
the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the Body 
and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and gave it to 
his friends, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 
 
After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is 
my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of 
sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of thanksgiving, 
We celebrate his death and resurrection, 
as we await the day of his coming . 
 
Lord God of our Fathers; God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us from 
the presumption of coming to this Table for solace only, and not for strength; for pardon 
only, and not for renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, one 
spirit in Christ, that we may worthily serve the world in his name. 
Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread. 
 
Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to whom, 
with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from generation 
to generation. AMEN . 
 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
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as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia. 
 
Prayer for Those Who Cannot be Present 
In union, O Lord, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church, where the 
Holy Eucharist is now being celebrated, we desire to offer to you praise and 
thanksgiving. We remember your death, Lord Christ; we proclaim your resurrection; 
we await your coming in glory. Since we cannot receive you together today, we 
beseech you to join us spiritually in our hearts with the presence of your Body and 
Blood. Cleanse and strengthen us with your grace, Lord Jesus, and let us never be 
separated from you. May we live in you, and you in us, in this life and in the life to 
come. Amen.  
 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Come as you are, become what you receive. 
 
Prayer after Receiving  BCP Page 366 
 
Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of 
the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for 
assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your 
Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the work 
you have given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. 
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Go forth into the world in peace; be of good courage; hold fast to that which is good; render 
to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; help the afflicted; honor 
everyone; love and serve the Lord, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit; and the blessing 
of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you 
always. Amen. 
 
HYMN LEVAS 59 
 
I trust in God wherever I may be, 
Upon the land or on the rolling sea; 
For come what may, 
from day to day, 
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My heav’nly Father watches over me. 
I trust in God, I know He cares for me, 
On mountain bleak or on the stormy sea; 
Though billows roll, 
He keeps my soul, 
My heavn’ly Father watches over me. 
 
He makes the rose an object of His care, 
He guides the eagle through the pathless air; 
And surely He 
remembers me, 
 
I trust in God, for, in the lion’s den, 
On battlefield, or in the prison pen; 
Through praise or blame, 
through flood or flame, 
 
The valley may be dark, the shadows deep, 
But oh, the shepherd guards His lonely sheep; 
And through the gloom, 
He’ll lead me home, 
 
Sending Forth 
 
 
The Bible texts of the Old Testament, Epistle and Gospel lessons are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 by the Division of 
Christian Education of the National Council of the Church of Christ in the USA, and used by permission. 
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