St. Christopher’s at the Crossroads
Episcopal Church

The Rt. Rev. Robert C. Wright, Bishop
The Rt. Rev. Don A. Wimberly, Assisting Bishop
The Rt. Rev. Paul E. Lambert, Assisting Bishop
The Rev. Shitley Porter, Rector

The Fourth Sunday of Easter

April 25, 2021



Welcome to St. Christophert’s!

By direction of the Bishop, we must observe the following
restrictions:

e If you have a fever or feel ill, do not enter the church.

e We require people who are not members of a family group

to maintain at least 6 feet distance from others.

e If you haven’t already registered with us, we will obtain

contact information from you for contact tracing.

e Enter the church through the main aisle; exit through
doors at the courtyard.

¢ You must wear a mask throughout the service. Exception:

briefly as you consume the host.

e When the service is over, please exit the church
immediately.

the
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Savior, like a shepherd lead us;
much we need thy tender care;

in thy pleasant pastutres feed us;
for our use thy folds prepare.
Blesséed Jesus!

Thou hast bought us, thine we are.

Early let us seek thy favor,

early let us learn thy will;

do thou, Lord, our only Saviot,
with thy love our bosoms fill.
Blesséed Jesus!

Thou hast loved us: love us still.

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ is risen.
People  The Lord is tisen indeed. Alleluia.

Gloty to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly King,

almighty God and Father,

we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your gloty.

Lord Jesus Chtzist, only Son of the Fathet,
Lord God, Lamp of God,

you take away the sin of the world;

have mercy on us;

you are seated at the right hand of the Father;

receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone ate the Lozd,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Chirist,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People  And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.
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O God, whose Son Jesus is the good shepherd of your people: Grant that when we hear his
voice we may know him who calls us each by name, and follow where he leads; who, with you
and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles [4:5-12]

The rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, with Annas the high priest,
Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. When they
had made the prisoners stand in their midst, they inquired, “By what power or by what
name did you do this?” Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of
the people and elders, if we are questioned today because of a good deed done to
someone who was sick and are asked how this man has been healed, let it be known to all
of you, and to all the people of Israel, that this man is standing before you in good health
by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from
the dead. This Jesus is

‘the stone that was rejected by you, the builders;
it has become the cornerstone.’
There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among
mortals by which we must be saved.”

1 ector The Word of the Lord.
People  Thanks be to God.

Psalm 23

Dominus regit me

1 The LORD is my shepherd; *
I shall not be in want.
2 He makes me lie down in green pastures *
and leads me beside still waters.
3 He revives my soul *
and guides me along right pathways for his Name's sake.
4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I shall fear no evil; *
for you are with me;
your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
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5 You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; *
you have anointed my head with oil,
and my cup is running over.

6 Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, *
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever.

A Reading from the first letter of John [3:16-24]

We know love by this, that he laid down his life for us—and we ought to lay down our
lives for one another. How does God's love abide in anyone who has the world's goods
and sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses help?

Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action. And by this we
will know that we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts before him whenever
our hearts condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything,
Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have boldness before God; and we receive
from him whatever we ask, because we obey his commandments and do what pleases
him.

And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ
and love one another, just as he has commanded us. All who obey his commandments
abide in him, and he abides in them. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the
Spirit that he has given us.

L ector The Word of the Lotd.
People  Thanks be to God.

The Gospel

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
Gloty to you, Lord Chtist.

John 10:11-18

Jesus said, “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.
The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf
coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters
them. The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. I am
the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, just as the Father knows me
and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. I have other sheep that do
not belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there
will be one flock, one shepherd. For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down
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my life in order to take it up again. No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own
accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it up again. I have received

this command from my Father.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon Rev. Shirley Porter

The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
the Fathert, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Fathet,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spitit
he became incarnate from the Vitgin Mazy,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was butied.
On the thitd day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the tight hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
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and the life of the world to come. Amen.
The Prayers of St. Christopher’s
The Prayers of the People

Lord Jesus Christ, we pray for the Church, your body in the world. Bless our bishops, clergy,
lay leaders and congregations with the courage to lead in these times, and sustain them with
your love. Deliver us, we pray, from the temptations of power, bondage of racism, class and
consumerism, and all that that keeps us from embracing our true shared identity as your
beloved children. Free us from fear, that we may bear witness to your liberating love in this
broken world.

Lord of life and love,

Hear our prayer.

We pray for this Nation: for our President, our elected representatives and all who have the
power to make change. Open their hearts, and ours, to see and address the human needs of
those suffering from the effects of this Covid-19 pandemic. Guide our leaders toward policies
that uphold the dignity of our most vulnerable communities, especially immigrants and
persons of color, who are bearing so much of the suffering. Open their eyes, and ours, to see
all who are ill, and all who have lost their livelihoods, as fellow human beings, not as
expendable statistics.

Lotd of life and love,

Hear our prayer.

We ask your protection for workers we often ignore, whose work sustains our whole society,
and who are now at risk: for warehouse, grocery and delivery workers, those who harvest and
process our food, and all workers vulnerable to contagion. Turn the hearts of employers and
policy makers to provide for their safety and security, and give us all grace to be mindful of
one another’s safety.

Lotd of life and love,

Hear our prayer.

We pray for healing for all who are affected by this pandemic: for all who are ill, that they may
receive prompt and appropriate care, and for those who are dying alone, that they may find
peace and comfort.

Lord of life and love,

Hear our prayer.

For the scientists and physicians throughout the world who are working toward treatments

and vaccines, and for those working to equitably distribute them, that their work may bear
fruit in ways that are safe, timely and fully available to all.
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Lotd of life and love,
Hear our prayer.

For our local community here: for those who are isolated, lonely or fearful, and for all in need,
and for those born and not yet born, that they may be sustained in faith, hope and love.

Lotd of life and love,

Hear our prayer.

For all who tend to the sick and for their families, especially doctors and nurses and first
responders, that they may find continued strength and support, and that they may be
protected with needed equipment and needed leave and compensation.

Lotd of life and love,

Hear our prayer.

For all who have died, especially for those in this time who have died alone, that they may be
held in the company of all your saints. And for those who mourn loved ones they have not
been able to accompany in their last hours.

Lord of life and love,

Hear our prayer.

Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy. Sustain and support the anxious, be
with those who care for the sick, and lift up all who are brought low; that we may find
comfort knowing that nothing can separate us from your love in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Amen.

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

The Excchange of the Peace will be touch free and while maintaining at least six feet of distance (waving,
bowing, etc.)

The Holy Communion

Eucharistic Prayer A (Page 361)

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

1t is tight to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
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Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, but chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious
resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was
sacrificed for us, and has taken away the sin of the world. By his death he has destroyed death,
and by his rising to life again he has won for us everlasting life. Therefore we praise you,
joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for
ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Holy, holy, holy Lotd, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your gloty.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had
fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ,
your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to
reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a
perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread;
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take,
eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and
said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of

2

me.

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Chtzist has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the

holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully
receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day
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bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity
of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And fotgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the powet, and the gloty,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

In union, O Lord, with your faithful people at evety altar of your Church, where the
Holy Eucharist is now being celebrated, I desire to offer to you praise and
thanksgiving. I remember your death, Lord Christ; I proclaim your resurrection; I
awalit your coming in glory. Since I cannot receive you today in the Sacrament of your
Body and Blood, I beseech you to come spiritually into my heart. Cleanse and
strengthen me with your grace, Lord Jesus, and let me never be separated from you.
May I live in you, and you in me, in this life and in the life to come. Amen.

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Come as you are, become what you receive.

The Bishop has suspended the use of the common cup during the pandemic, so we will only distribute the bread.
The Episcopal Church believes that receiving the bread alone is full reception of both the Body and Blood of
Christ. The bread has been previously consecrated and is safe from infection. The ministers will pass among you
and provide you the bread in a sealed envelope.

Prayer after Receiving
Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food in

the name of Jesus; and for assuting us in these holy mysteties that we ate living
membets of the Body of your Son, and heits of your etetnal kingdom. And now,
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Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love and serve you as
faithful witnesses of Chtist our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spitit, be honor
and gloty, now and for ever. Amen.

The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great
Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make you perfect in
every good work to do his will, working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight; and the
blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain
with you always. Amen.

Sending Forth

You hear the lambs a-cryin’,
hear the lambs a-cryin’,
hear the lambs a-ctyin’

O Shepherd, feed my sheep.

My Savior spoke these words so sweet,

O Shepherd, feed my sheep.

sayin’ Petet, if you love me, feed my sheep.”
O Shepherd, feed my sheep.

O Lord, I love thee, thou dost know;
O Shepherd, feed my sheep.

O give me grace to love thee more.
O Shepherd, feed my sheep.

O wasn’t that an awful shame?

O Shepherd, feed my sheep.

He hung three hours in mortal pain.
O Shepherd, feed my sheep.

The Bible texts of the Old Testament, Epistle and Gospel lessons are from the New Revised Standard 1 ersion Bible, copyright 1989 by the Division of
Christian Education of the National Council of the Church of Christ in the USA, and used by permission.
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